
Skiatook High School Speech  & Debate
Instructor: Keith Denslow			Print Name _____________________
The COVID-19 virus has caused tremendous disruption in our everyday routines, including in fine arts education and performance.  Live performance has shifted in many cases to online and video performances.  For the near future, it looks like most contests and performances will be conducted virtually.  To participate students must be willing to perform on video and receive judge feedback online.  There will be no after-school play practices and no travel during the school year unless we return to normal school activities.  This year we are likely to debate other schools over online video meeting systems like zoom or google meets.  We will record speeches for the VFW speech contest. We will have weekly prepd research assignments.
Speech & Debate is a public performance elective.  Performing for classroom, school, and community audiences is a requirement of the class. Additional Wrok for practices outside the school day will be part of class credit.  Students must maintain academic eligibility (by passing all of your classes) in order to perform Participation in interscholastic contest is required.
Course Description: Speech & Debate concentrates on developing student's critical thinking and persuasive speaking abilities. Students will learn about current and world events while playing the academic "game" of debate. Students will research, organize, and present arguments.  Speeches are required.
Course Objectives: At the end of the course students should: 1) show a familiarity with several types of academic debate, 2) be able to select evidence appropriate to developing an argument, 3) have improved listening skills and note-taking ability, 4) organize and outline messages, 5) have increased personal confidence for speaking in front of peers and public, 6) be able to logically present critical thoughts and clearly articulate ethical persuasive messages.
Grading: Grades will be based on a percentage of total points. At the end of the nine weeks, your total points will be tabulated and divided by the total possible on a normal >90%=A scale.  Missing grades will be recorded as O until made up.  
Assignments: 1) Interscholastic Debate
Students must attend four contests during the year preferably two in the fall semester and two contests during the spring semester. It is the responsibility of the student to work out any personal schedule conflicts (such as family, sports, work, etc.) to be able to successfully complete these course requirements. They must attend the regional, district, and state contest if qualified.  No alternative assignments will be offered to replace an obligation that a student did not fulfill.

2) Practice Debate Rounds:	25%
Students will be assigned practice debate rounds, which will usually take place in the afternoon immediately following the school day or sports practice.  Practice rounds are a prerequisite to interscholastic debates. The scheduling of the practice rounds will be flexible for the students but two practices each month: grading period will be required beyond in class debates.

3) Classroom Work:	25%
Classroom work will include lecture notes, flowcharts of arguments, reading of case studies and news articles, debate theory lectures, in class debates, speeches, question & answer practice, current events reading, etc.
Fundraising: Travel, lodging, entry fees, judging fees, purchasing casebooks, copying costs, office supplies are all large costs for high school debate. Each student will be asked to help pay for their education in the form of fundraising. Usually, fundraising will happen once per semester. Any family that objects to fundraising on ethical or moral grounds will be allowed to make a financial donation to defray the costs of being involved in drama. Each student is responsible for returning cash to the debate team and students are expected to present themselves in a respectful manner when representing Skiatook Debate.

I give permission for audio and/or videotaping performances and making available to others my performance without royalty or compensation.

I understand that as an activity based class that I will have to complete drug testing according to school board policy.

I have read and understood the class requirements. I agree to be bound by the guidelines and expectations listed above and in the Team Handbook.
Date	Student Signature	
Parent/Guardian Signature	




