 Skiatook High School Humanities
Instructor: Keith Denslow 396-1790               Print Name_____________
Course Description: The Humanities class is a general survey of human arts across history.  The focus of the course is to gain an appreciation of cultures and recognize how ideas from past civilizations continue to affect our current way of life.
The state of Oklahoma requires at least one credit in fine arts to complete high school graduation. The Humanities class at Skiatook was designed to allow students to complete the fine arts requirement without extra outside of school performance (such as with the choir, band or drama). Most Oklahoma colleges also have a humanities requirement for general education.
Course Objectives: The Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS) suggests benchmarks in the understanding of the arts for all students. Students should: 1) understand the significance of the arts in a historical, cultural, or aesthetic sense, 2) be encouraged to create meaningful interpretive, original, or creative expressions, 3) give students the confidence they need to explore and create. Additional course objectives include:
•      Increase vocabulary and cultural literacy of students
•      Students will be able to find source of information pertaining to
humanities
•      Gain a perspective on humanities and recognize their value to
individuals and society
•      Develop greater appreciation for the humanities
•      Demonstrate knowledge of diverse human values, beliefs, and
behaviors
•      Critically compare and contrast cultures
•      Demonstrate knowledge of the meaning and purpose of the arts
•      Develop the ability to analyze. interpret, and respond to works of art




Teaching Methods: A balance of instructional activities will provide students with a basic understanding of arts. The course will consist of audio & video presentations, course readings, lectures, class discussion, and classroom workshops. Audio/visual tools (slides, movies, tapes, etc.) will be used to supplement, clarify and illustrate material. Class assessments will include note taking, quizzes, worksheets, exercises, and projects. The class will have a semester test. Homework will include reading and completing assignments outside of class time.  Daily note taking will be required and in class reading will be expected.
Grading: Grades will be based on a percentage of total points. At the end of the nine weeks, your total points will be tabulated and divided by the total possible on a normal >90%=A; 89-80=6; 79-70=C; 69-60%=D; and below 59% is failing.  Missing grades will be recorded as zero (O) until made up. 
Absence & Tardy: Regular attendance is essential. Makeup work is the student's responsibility. Quizzes cannot be made up without an excused absence. Students traveling on activity trips should pick up work in advance. Student Handbook rules about tardiness and late work will apply. If you are late then expect to be counted tardy.  If you come in late you will not be allowed to return to another class to get a note.  Plagiarism or cheating is just cause for failure of the class and school discipline.  
Since every student will use chromebooks during the year, no cell phone use will be permitted during the class.
The classroom may be video and/or audio taped during the school year for teaching purposes.  
I have read and understood the class requirements. I agree to be bound by the guidelines and expectations listed above, in the classroom rules, and in the Student Handbook.
Date   ___________        Student Signature ________________________________          
Parent/Guardian Signature___________________________
 

